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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 , An electronic navigational aid device, comprising: 
a processor; anc 

a memory adapte^ to communicate with the processor, wherein the processor 
and memory are adapted ro cooperate to provide route guidance that accounts for 
insignificant route segment 



2. The device of claim L wherein the electronic navigational aid device further 
comprises a portable electronic navigational aid device. 

3. The device of claim 2, ^herein the portable electronic navigational aid 
device includes a personal digit^ assistant (PDA). 

4. The device of claim 2, whferein the portable electronic navigational aid 
device includes a wireless communications device. 

5. The device of claim 1 , further comprising a display adapted to communicate 
with the processor, wherein the display is adapted to provide a visual indication of 
the route guidance. 

6. The device of claim 1, further comprising a speaker adapted to communicate 
with the processor, wherein the speaker i^ adapted to provide an audio indication of 
the route guidance. 



7. The device of claim 1, wherein the route guidance that accounts for 
insignificant segments includes route guidaifp e that nullifies a maneuver associated 
with an insignificant route segment. 
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8. The de>^e of claim 1, wherein the route guidance that accounts for 
insignificant segments includes route guidance that modifies a maneuver associated 
with an insignificant route segment. 

9. An electroni^navigational aid device, comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory adapted to communicate with the processor, wherein the processor 



and memory are adaptedko cooperate to: 

identify a sequence of route segments and a sequence of maneuvers 
associated with the route segments, 



determine whether a route segment in the sequence of route segments 

is significant or insignificant, 
provide route guidance for a maneuver associated with a significant 

route segnient, and 
account for an insignificant route segment prior to providing route 

guidance forVhe maneuver associated with the insignificant 

route segment 



10. The device of claim 9, wherein the processor and the memory determine 
whether a segment in the sequence of route segments is significant or insignificant 
by determining whether the segment has\ name. 

1 1 . The device of claim 9, wherein the processor and the memory determine 
whether a segment in the sequence of route segments is significant or insignificant 
by determining whether the segment has a len^h less than a predetermined distance. 

\ 
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12. The devme of claim 9, wherein the processor and the memory determine 
whether a segmen\ in the sequence of route segments is significant or insignificant 
by determining whether the segment has a length less than a length of a successive 
segment. \ 

13. The device of claim 9, wherein the processor and the memory determine 
whether a segment in the ^quence of route segments is significant or insignificant 
by determining whether a rciute guidance maneuver for the segment and a route 
guidance maneuver for a successive segment qualify for nuUification. 

14. The device of claim 9, wherein the processor and the memory determine 
whether a segment in the sequence of route segments is significant or insignificant 
by determining whether a route guidance maneuver for the segment and a route 
guidance maneuver for a successi^^ segment qualify for modification, and by 
modifying the route guidance maneuver for the segment upon determining that the 
route guidance maneuver for the semient and the route guidance maneuver for the 
successive segment qualify for modification. 

15. The device of claim 9, wherein the processor and the memory determine 
whether a segment in the sequence of route segments is significant or insignificant 
by: \ 

determining whether the segment nas a name; 

determining whether the segment hL a length less than a predetermined 
distance; \ 

determining whether the segment has a length less than a length of a 
successive segment; and \ 

determining whether a route guidance maneuver for the segment and a route 
guidance maneuver for a successive segment qualify for nullification or 
modification. \ 
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16. A navigation system, comprising: 
a server; and 

a navigation device adapted to communicate with and retrieve navigation 
data from the serveXvia a communication channel, 

wherein the system is adapted to provide route guidance that accoimts for 
insignificant route segments. 



17. The system of claim 16, wherein the route guidance that accounts for 
insignificant segments includes route guidance that nullifies a maneuver associated 
with an insignificant routeWgment. 



1 8. The system of claim 1 6, wherein the route guidance that accounts for 



insignificant segments includes route guidance that modifies a maneuver associated 
with an insignificant route segment. 



3gr^r 



19. The system of claim 16, wherein the system is adapted to: 

identify a sequence of route segments and a sequence of maneuvers 
associated with the route segments! 

determine whether a route segment in the sequence of route segments is 
significant or insignificant, ^ 

provide route guidance for a maneuver associated with a significant route 
segment, and ^ 

account for an insignificant route^segment prior to providing route guidance 
for a maneuver associated with the insignificant route segment. 



20. The navigation system of claim 16, v^herein the communication channel 
includes a wireless channel. 
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21 . The navig^ion system of claim 16, wherein the server includes a remote 
server. 

22. The navigation Vstem of claim 16, wherein the server includes a processor 
adapted to respond to a request from the navigation device by performing 
calculations on the navigation data and transmitting the results to the navigation 
device. 

23. The navigation system if claim 16, wherein the navigation device is adapted 
to communicate with and retrieve^ navigation data from the server using streaming 
data. 

24. The navigation system of claim 16, wherein the navigation device is adapted 
to communicate with and retrieve navigation data from the server using cellular 
communication technology. 

25. The navigation system of claim 16,\wherein: 
the navigation device includes a processor in communication with a 

memory; and \ 

the processor and the memory of the navigation device are adapted to 
cooperate to: \ 

identify the sequence of route segments and the sequence of 

maneuvers associated with the route segments, 
determine whether a route segment in\he sequence of route segments 

is significant or insignificant, 
provide route guidance for the maneuver ^sociated with a significant 
route segment, and 
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accost for an insignificant route segment prior to providing route 
g^iidance for the maneuver associated with the insignificant 
(route segment. 



5 26. A method, comprising: 

determining whemer a route segment is significant or insignificant; 
upon determining that a route segment is significant, providing route 
guidance for a maneuver associated with the significant route segment; and 

upon determining that a route segment is insignificant, accoxmting for the 
10 insignificant route segment pftor to providing route guidance for a maneuver 

n \ 

associated with the insignificant route segment. 

UJ 

i«b 27. The method of claim 26, y^herein accounting for the insignificant route 



segment prior to providing route guidance for a maneuver associated with the 



s 1 5 insignificant route segment includes nullifying the maneuver associated with the 

M 

f^l insignificant route segment. 

ru 

Q 28. The method of claim 26, wherein accounting for the insignificant route 

segment prior to providing route guidance for a maneuver associated with the 
20 insignificant route segment includes modifying the maneuver associated with the 

insignificant route segment. 

29. The method of claim 26, wherein accounting for the insignificant route 
segment prior to providing route guidance for\a maneuver associated with the 
25 insignificant route segment includes: 

determining whether the maneuver assoc\ated with the insignificant route 
segment is to be modified; 
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upon determining that the maneuver associated with the insignificant route 
segment is to Ufe modified, modifying the maneuver associated with the insignificant 
route segment; amd 

upon detemiining that the maneuver associated with the insignificant route 
segment is not to betoodified, nuUifying the maneuver associated with the 
insignificant route segment. 

30. The method of claim 26, wherein determining whether a route segment is 
significant or insignificant includes determining whether the route segment has a 
name. 



3 1 . The method of claim 26, wherein determining whether a route segment is 
significant or insignificant includes determining whether the route segment has a 



length less than a predeterminedvdistance. 



32. The method of claim 3 1 , wherein determining whether the route segment has 
a length less than a predetermined distance includes determining whether the route 
segment has a length less than aboutVoO meters. 



33. The method of claim 26, wherein determining whether a route segment is 
significant or insignificant includes dete\mining whether the route segment has a 
length less than a length of a successive route segment. 



34. The method of claim 26, wherein determining whether a route segment is 
significant or insignificant includes determining whether a route guidance maneuver 
for the route segment and a route guidance maii^uver for a successive route segment 
qualify for nulUfication, 



l^uve 
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35. The metiiod of claim 34, wherein: 

deteraiinbg whether a route guidance maneuver for the route segment and a 
route guidance maneuver for a successive route segment qualify for nullification 
includes determining^whether the route guidance maneuver for the route segment 
5 and the route guidance\^maneuver for the successive route segment qualify for 

modification; and 

upon determining^hat the route guidance maneuver for the route segment 
and the route guidance maneuver for the successive route segment qualify for 
modification, modifying theVoute guidance maneuver for the route segment. 

M 10 

Q 

f 36. The method of claim 26l wherein determining whether a route segment is 



significant or insignificant incluc 



determining whether the route segment has a name; 

Ji \ 

Ijl determining whether the route segment has a length less than a 

%} i 

: 15 predetermined distance; 

■^^ 

fij determining whether the route^segment has a length less than a length of a 

Hj 

I ; successive route segment; and 

r" 

Q determining whether a route guidance maneuver for the route segment and a 



route guidance maneuver for a successive route segment qualify for nullification or 
20 modification. 

37. The method of claim 26, wherein determining whether a route segment is 
significant or insignificant includes: \ 

determining whether the route segment^has a name; 
25 upon determining that the route segmentnoes not have a name, determining 

whether the route segment has a length less than ^predetermined distance; 

upon determining that the route segment hasi a length less than a 
predetermined distance, determining whether the rouip segment has a length less 
than a length of a successive route segment; and 
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upon determining that the route segment has a length less than a length of a 
successive tome segment, determining whether a route guidance maneuver for the 
route segment and a route guidance maneuver for a successive route segment qualify 
for nullification or modification. 
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